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1 . The reply brief filed 6/25/99 has been entered and considered. The application has been 
forwarded to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences for decision on the appeal. 

2. In Hght of the entry of the reply brief, the petition is dismissed. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Rupal Dharia whose telephone number is (703) 305-4003. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday fi:om 7:00 AM to 4:30 PM. The examiner can also 
be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Ayaz Sheikh, can be reached on (703) 305-9648. The fax phone number for this Group is 
(703) 305-3718. 

Communications via Intemet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 
U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 
addressed to [ayza*$heikh@u$pto*gov]. 

All Intemet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Intemet communications where there exists a possibility that sensitive 
information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly signed express 
waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the 
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Art Unit: 2781 

Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on 
Febmary 25, 199.7 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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